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English 7
www.mrfinkesenglish.weebly.com
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Mr. Finke

rfinke@flaschools.org
Voicemail: 982-3144
Required Materials:

· Three-ring binder 
· Pencils with erasers
· 2 notebooks (1 stays in class as a journal & 1 stays in your notebook)
· School appropriate book for leisure reading
Overview of Class:


Language Arts is literature-based.  Students will be given the opportunity to read a variety of different pieces of literature beginning with short stories in the fall and ending with novels by the end of the academic year.  Grammar, punctuation, and vocabulary exercises will also be incorporated within each unit of study.  Students will also keep a journal notebook in the classroom that will be used for a variety of different writing purposes.

Accelerated Expectations:

We will cover material at a more rapid pace, allowing us to look deeper into readings and writing assignments.  You should be prepared to actively participate, challenge yourself and classmates, and think creatively.  I expect you to take pride in your work, work hard, and have fun.  If you are able to demonstrate your responsibility, you will receive many choices and opportunities for independence throughout the year.  Remember that hard work always has its rewards!  

Students in Accelerated English must keep at least a “B” average.  If at any time your grade is a “B-“ or below, you will have until the end of the next unit to raise your grade.  If you are unable to stay at the “B” average, you will be placed in general English.

Course Units:

· Reading/Writing Workshop (year long)

· Short Story Units (September-October)

· Dark They Were & Golden Eyed, Rikki-Tikki-Tavi
· Novel Units 
· The Outsiders (November-December), The Game of Silence (March-April)

· The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (April-May), Locomotion (February) 

· Roots/Suffixes/Prefixes (January) 

· Research Paper (February-March)
· Parts of Speech (December)
· Poetry/Speech (May-June)
Late Work:


Students are given the opportunity to turn in late work for 50% of the original overall point value.  The deadline for late work is at the end of each unit.  The end of each unit will be marked by a summative assessment such as a test, quiz, paper or final project.

Extra Credit:


I do not offer extra credit.  However, students always have the opportunity to re-attempt all assignments, tests and quizzes for additional points.  You may re-attempt assessments provided that you have documented an effort to engage in additional learning (e.g., tutoring, additional practice, test corrections, etc.).  Please refer to my website for specific information.
 Classroom Expectations:

I believe all of my students will succeed in language arts.  In order to accomplish this goal it is important that students in my class understand what is expected of them throughout the duration of the school year.  The following expectations are put in place to help create a safe, friendly, and productive learning environment.

1. The Golden Rule: Treat others as you would like to be treated.

2. Follow directions the first time they are given.

3. Raise your hand and wait to be called on before talking.

4. Come prepared with materials and assigned work.

5. Show up to class on time.

Consequences:


Consequences are what result when a person does not abide by or breaks a rule.  If any student in my class chooses to break a rule or to not follow a classroom expectation the following steps will be taken:

1. Visual contact will be made with the student.  This is considered warning one.

2. The student will be asked to leave the room and sit outside the classroom door in the hallway.  After a short break, the teacher will speak with the student and devise a plan for the student to re-enter the classroom and be successful.

3. If the behavior persists after the initial warning and removal from the classroom, a phone call will be made to the students’ parents/guardians.

4. If inappropriate behavior(s) persist, the student will be removed from class and parents will be notified along with the grade level Dean, Eric Stang.

Absences:


Students are expected to check the bins that are labeled “Extra Copies.”  These bins will contain all notes, handouts, and worksheets from the previous two weeks of school.  After the student has grabbed the necessary materials they should then ask a classmate for the due date for any and all assignments.  If the student still has questions, they should then come to the teacher for assistance.  It will be the student’s responsibility to obtain any notes and assignments that were given while they were missing.  Any student with an unexcused absence will NOT be allowed to make up in-class assignments.  Students who have an excused absence will have two days for every day missed to complete the work.

Academic Dishonesty/Plagiarism: 

Students are expected to do all assignments, quizzes, and tests on their own.  Plagiarism is defined as when any student takes any part of another person’s work (with or without their permission) and claims it as his or her own.  Any student who turns in work that is not their own, will be given no credit for the assignment.
Extra Help:


I will be available both before and after school any time a student needs extra help with an assignment, project, test, or quiz.  Any student who would like to come in either before or after school should contact me during the school day to ensure that I do not have any other obligations.  I am more than willing to help but it is the responsibility of the students in my class to contact me if they are struggling in my class.

Please cut and return the bottom portion to Mr. Finke by Friday, September 6, 2013. 
I will occasionally send out emails to parents and students outlining the following: 



*Overview of curriculum covered in class



*Dates of tests, quizzes, papers and/or projects



*End of the unit reminders for late work

If you would like to receive these updates periodically throughout the year, please print your first name, last name and email address below:



Student First Name


Student Last Name

Email Address



Parent First Name


Parent Last Name

 Email Address
I have read and understand the syllabus.








Student Signature


Date

I have read and understand the syllabus.








Parent Signature


Date     

