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Personal Narrative

Assignment:


During first quarter we read numerous short stories.  Each story enabled students to explore the development of plot, characters, setting, and theme.  All stories used various literary techniques (foreshadowing, flashbacks, personification, etc.) to capture the interest of the reader.  Several authors, specifically Ray Bradbury and Rudyard Kipling, used figurative language to provide the reader with vivid images.


We have spent the last few weeks studying the 6+1 Traits of Writing.  The various writing assignments have focused on specific traits.  We also have worked on developing Voice, an important characteristic of a narrative.

What is a Personal Narrative?


Many of the short stories we read taught people lessons about life.  A personal narrative is a story that allows you to look back on your life and write about what is really important to you.  These important experiences have often changed you, taught you lessons, and made you who you are today.

This assignment has two main tasks:


The first task asks students to make numerous decisions about the story they are going to write (prewriting step).  The second task will ask the student to use their plans/outline to write a personal narrative.

Step 1: Prewriting/Brainstorming

a. Search your memories.  What do you care about? 
b. Explore your past experiences.

c. What have you learned? How have you changed?

d. Begin thinking about a theme.

e. Reflect!  What is important to you?

f. Eventually, choose a story idea.

While deciding on a story idea think about using dialogue, describing setting, developing characters, establishing a plot and conflict, and creating a voice that compliments your story.
Sometimes in the writing process you may discover a different story to tell, a character that may express your ideas more clearly, a setting that fits the tone of your story better, or a conflict that may better fit your theme.  Making changes all along the way are a natural part of the writing process.

Name:






Date:



Hour:
Step 2: Write a Personal Narrative

a. Describe events from direct experience or observation.

b. Start with a beginning that makes the reader interested in your story.  Make them want to keep reading.

c. Explain why your story is important to you.  Theme!

d. Show clearly the order in which events occurred
e. Use details that appeal to the senses to describe characters/setting.
f. Use dialogue to develop characters.

g. Provide a strong conclusion.  Reflect on your experience.

h. Finished product should have correct spelling, punctuation, and grammar

i. Narrative should be no more than three (3) pages in length.

j. 12 point font, Times New Roman, Double-Spaced, one inch margins and correct headings (name, date, hour).

k. Prewriting, drafting, conferencing, revising, editing, etc.  Finally, your final draft will be typed and submitted.

Assignment 1:  


Please answer the following questions using complete sentences.  The more details you can include, the better.  You may attach a separate piece of paper if needed.
1. Why did you choose this story over others you could have told?

2. Why is this experience important to you and something you care about (start thinking about your theme)?

3. How have you changed because of the experience (start thinking about your theme)?


4. What is the theme of your personal narrative?  
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Assignment 2: Story Elements


Create a note page for each of the story elements listed below.  Write down your ideas related to the elements.  You might find that a combination of notes and sketches will help you to develop your ideas.  Refer to the exercises you completed earlier to help you through this process.

1. Characters: List the characters in your story and describe them.

2. Setting: Describe the places of your story.

3. Plot: Describe the main idea and the conflicts that involve characters.

4. Dialogue: How much of the story will be told through dialogue?  How will the characters interact with one another?  Don’t forget to use quotation marks when people are speaking and indent each time a new person speaks!

5. Point of View: Who is telling the story?  Is the story being narrated from within by one of the characters (first person), or by an outside narrator (third person)?
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Assignment 3: Writing Your Draft

When beginning a story, craft several leads.  Experiment.  Write the beginning of your narrative using one of the strategies listed below (see Narrative Leads handout):


Typical: (It was a day at the end of June.)



Action: A main character doing something.  (I gulped my milk.)



Dialogue: A character or characters speaking.  (“Scott! Get down here!”)



Reaction: A character thinking.  (I couldn’t imagine why.)

Which strategy will you be using?


***Write the beginning of your narrative below***
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Assignment 4: Bringing your Narrative to an End

The conclusion explores the importance of the experience and tells the lessons that were learned.  Without a strong conclusion, your narrative will seem unfinished.  To help you with the ending, reflect on the story you have told.  You want to leave a lasting impact on the reader.  You might consider ending with a recommendation or a suggestion.  Remember, this is your last opportunity to finish the development of your theme or message.

***Write you last paragraph below***
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